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2001 and be completed by Au-
gust 2002.

“You have very ambitious
schedule,” selectman Andre
Martecchini told Williams.

“We’re going to do every-
thing we can to try to meet it,”
responded School Superinten-
-dent Dr. Eileen Williams.

The multi-million proposal
will be funded through a Propo-
sition 2 1/2 debt exclusion,
which will appear on a town-
wide ballot. A debt exclusion is
a tempofary tax increase. If a
majority of the voters approve
the ballot question, then the
‘town’s levy limit — revenue
raised from real estate and per-
'sonal property taxes — is tem-

porarily increased only for the
amount voted. There would be
an increase in taxes, although
-once the project is paid off, the
‘increase would disappear. A
'-Proposition 2 1/2 debt exclu-
‘sion is an override but it is not
.ageneml override, which most
l peopl'e may think of when they
“hear about raising taxes over
,,t.he Proposition 2 1/2 ceiling. A
general override allows the
gown to permanently increase
Hts levy limit by, an.amount
@voted
The school department is
-hoping the state will provide.67
percent reimbursement of the
: project.

‘Williams justified the mas-
‘ter facilities plan by saying
'three things drive the need for

creatﬁ’ﬁalleega&,slge ang the

more space. They are an in--

limerit, the need to |
. mllhon .

dcsnre t maintain and expand ’

instructional programs. A con-
sultant hired by the schools pro-

vided ten years worth of enroll-

ment figures that show an in-
crease in school aged children
in Duxbury.

“Increased enrollment is
something we've been- watch-
ing for a while,” said Williams.
“Our schools are now at a
somewhat crowded situation.”

With more children, the
number of children in each
classroom will increase and the
school department wants to
limit class sizes to these maxi-
mum numbers: 20 in Kinder-
garten, 22 in grades 1-5 and 23
in grades 6-12. Currently, there
are many classes at all grades
that have over 25 children in
them, said Williams.

The master plan will provide
enough classroom space to
meet the highest enrollment
through 2010 projected by the
consultant. It will also provide
space for full day Kindergarten
and address what Williams la-
bels as “deficiencies” in the
three schools. These include
insufficient space for technol-
ogy, music instruction, special
education, physical therapy,

performing arts, gym and prq;
- fessional development

The approximate costs of
each project are the following:
the addition and renovatigns to
the Alden school total $12.2

‘million; the early childhood

center at Chandler school and

. the existing building’s renova-

tion total $1.7 million; and up-
grades to the schools”wastewa-
ter treatment plant total $i. 6

A 20,000 square foot con:’

necting bulldmg between »thexf
Alden and middle’ schools that
would* contam musxc class-
rooms, professnonal develop- '
ment space’ aiid'a-pérforiiling
arts center Would' §t‘hppmm- '
mately $3.7:tillion.’ “Thé ‘pro- -
posed 1,000 séat" audltormm‘
would be used by the schools
and community, said Willias,
explaining that thére is not cur-
rently enough audltonum space
to seat all who:want to attend
school performances L

“We frequently have to. turn -
community- ‘members: -away
from performances because we "
really don’t have the space,”
Williams said. “We have more
than enough performances go-
ing on to be able to-use the
middle school and hlg_h school
auditoriums and this.- - : .

At Chandler schoof there is
no performmg arts space; chil-
dren use the cafeteria,’ InAlden,
they usé the gym. DMS has: a-
377 seat audxtonum and the biie
at DHS contains 512 ‘seats Wil-
liams said the new auflitoriuim.
could also’be used‘for ‘fown .
meeting and by various perfor-
manceé groups such as the Bay
Players, Snug Harbor Commu-
nity-Clioris, Plymouth Philhar-
moni€,’South- Shoré' Bay Band
and the" Font’aﬂne Académjr of .
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